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imprisoned. There is an important recognition of modern
political economy made in the proviso that persons may
engross corn, etc., when it sells at or below a certain price,
not, however, forestalling It.

In 1554 is a statute for the relief of weavers, prohibiting
"the engrossing of looms," thus anticipating one of the
principal doctrines of Lassalle. In the same year, 1st of
Philip and Mary, is a statute prohibiting countrymen from
retailing goods in cities, boroughs, or market towns, but sell-
ing by wholesale is allowed, and they may sell if free of a
corporation; and so cloth may be retailed by the maker,
and the statute only applies to cloth and grocery wares, not
apparently to food.

(1562) From the reign of Elizabeth dates the great Poor
Law, enacted and re-enacted in 1562, 1572, and finally in
1601, recognizing fully the duty of the parishes to support
their poor, but providing a system of organized charity and
even licensing beggars In towns too poor to support all their
paupers. Side by side with this, however, went the severe
statutes against idlers and vagabonds recited In the last
chapter. The first game laws date from about this period,
prohibiting the snaring of birds and establishing close sea-
sons, and also In 1584 we find the first forestry law for the
preservation of timber in the southern counties. There Is no
provision for seeding, but the use in the iron works of wood
for fuel is carefully regulated, and In order to preserve the for-
ests in Sussex, Surrey, and Kent, It is provided that no new
iron mills, furnaces, etc., shall be erected in those counties,
showing the relative value that our forefathers placed upon
these matters. The first incorporation of a trading company
seems also to date from the time of Elizabeth. That is to say,
the Muscovy Company was chartered In 1564, and the Mer-
chant Adventurers for the discovery of new trades in 1566,
In this same year is the celebrated act of Speaker Onslow, in
telling Elizabeth that she is subject to the common law; from
henceforward we are In modern times. In 1534 Henry VIII